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Seeking and Serving Christ to Make a Difference                  October, 2022 

 

 

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN FOR 2023 
 

Start at the very beginning! Genesis 1:1-5 (The Creation Story) reminds us that God created 
everything, so all that we have is ultimately from God.  
 
The theme for the annual Stewardship Campaign is Gratitude for Beginnings. To learn about 
beginnings that are special to our members and friends, the Stewardship Ministry Team has 
invited you to share your stories of beginnings at BAPC. We are excited and thankful for things 
that are new, but also would like to reflect on the beginnings of things that we cherish as 
traditions. We’d love to hear about what drew you to BAPC initially or the beginning of a 
program that has been important to you. Stories may be submitted on forms to the church 
office (found in the narthex and welcome corridor) or by using the link:  
https://forms.gle/6nmBtxwsmJEAJbfU6. Please share by Sunday, October 2nd! 
 
The annual campaign will kick-off with snacks in the Garden Room beginning after the 8:30 a.m. 
service and ending after the 11:00 a.m. service on Sunday, October 23rd. Pledge packets will be 
distributed at the kickoff and through the mail. Stay tuned for additional opportunities to ask 
questions of the Ministry Team. Gratitude Sunday is scheduled for November 13, 2022 when 
pledges will be received and dedicated during the worship services. 

https://forms.gle/6nmBtxwsmJEAJbfU6
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Prayer Ministry - To request prayer support from 
our church’s prayer chain, or to join in this ministry, 
please call or email Deborah Houghton at 272-9495 

or email debho@comcast.net, or call or email the 
church office at 272-7514 or office@bonairpc.org. 

 
Outreach is published monthly by Bon Air Presbyterian 

Church, a non-profit organization.  
Rev. Alex Creager, Pastor; 

Brenda Norton, Editor. 
 

Articles may be submitted to Brenda Norton, 
office@bonairpc.org by the 15th of the prior month.  

   

Bon Air Presbyterian Church 
  9201 W. Huguenot Rd., N. Chesterfield, VA 23235  

Telephone: 272-7514. Fax: 272-9752 
Internet address:  www.bonairpc.org  

 

 
Anniversary: 
 

4th Steve & Laurie Sherfey 
6th Harry & Kay Robson 
8th Jay & Tiffany Lopez 
14th Tom & Elaine Ogburn 
17th Ben & Brittany Treanor 
27th Bennett & Becky Bullock 
30th Ed & Vicki Callear 
 
Birthday: 
 

1st Harry Marxen, Jackson Rowe 
5th Dana Peace 
8th Bob Anderson, Nancy Van Auken,  
 Khalin Sealy 
9th  Jane Cooke 
12th Dwight Moritz 
14th John Knight, Margie Leynes 
15th Garth Nelson 
16th Cynthia Boeger 
17th  Grayson Miller 
19th Diane Berg 
27th Alisha Gallini 
28th Susan Wiedmaier, Gemma Murney 
30th Judy Skimin, Kraig Negaard 
31st  Becky Bullock 
 

 Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 
Y’all will never know what your love, prayer, 
and cards have meant to us. The day Drew 
started losing his hair was so hard. We shaved 
his head, then I went to the mailbox, and it 
was overflowing with love from all of you. To 
feel held in such tender care at such a painful 
time blessed us tremendously. We thank God 
for you, for the timing of the Holy Spirit, and 
for the faith that you nurtured in my heart. 
Your dedication to your baptismal vows has 
shored us up when we needed it most. We 
thank God for y’all.  
 

 With love, 
 

 Allison Unroe & Drew Taylor  

October 2, 2022 
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Worship in the Woods services this summer 
welcomed members old and new, and visitors 
curious about this outdoor service.  Some weeks 
we delighted in having three generations of a 
family worshipping together.  Pastor Alex led 
most services, supported by Meredith 
Himmelman leading us in song and playing 
ukulele.  Each week we celebrated Communion in 
a circle. With an average of 29 worshippers and 
sometimes as many as 42, that was a big circle! 
 
Most Sundays we worshipped in the amphitheater 
behind the preschool playground.  As needed, the 
Woods congregation rose to the challenge of this 
summer’s weather, meeting on the portico behind 
the fellowship hall on rainy Sunday mornings, 
and once moving indoors to the Beck Room when 
the heat was just too much.   
 
Our closing song each week was “This Little 
Light of Mine,” enhanced this year by a box of 
shakers in colorful shapes.   
 
The Woods committee thanks all who helped 
make these services possible. You set up chairs 
and put them away. You made room for people 
coming in a little bit late.  You led the 
congregation in reading prayers and Scripture.  
You handed out the shakers, and shook them, 
whether you’ve got rhythm or not.  You 
welcomed and celebrated God in the wonder of 
creation. 

FROM WORSHIP IN THE WOODS 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 
Fall at Bon Air Presbyterian Church is a time of 
new beginnings – two worship services in the 
sanctuary, Church School programs, Youth 
Fellowship, Wednesday night dinners, choir 
rehearsals, Second Sunday South of the James 
concerts, and much more. During this summer, 
however, the ongoing work your church’s 
ministry and mission to our congregation and the 
community continued that seemed at times like a 
normal pace. 
 
The support of your time and talents enables us 
to offer the programs that we do to our 
membership and the greater Richmond area. Our 
benevolence partners depend on Bon Air Church 
throughout the year regardless of the season. We 
gladly open our doors to a number of community 
groups who meet regularly in our building. This 
and more are made possible by your generosity. 
 
The Stewardship Ministry Team noted recently 
that pledges are behind what has been budgeted 
for 2022. At the end of August, that shortfall was 
10%. As we enter this time of new beginnings, 
please remember to fulfill your pledge to your 
church so we can continue to Seek and Serve 
Christ, Sharing God’s Love for All Creation. 
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PRESBYTERIAN 
PEACEMAKER VISIT 

 

Wednesday, October 5  - during dinner 
6:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

Carmen Elena Diaz Anzora  
from El Salvador & 

Joseph Russ, her interpreter 
 

 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, October 5, 
when the Presbyterian Peacemaker from El Salvador, 
Carmen Elena Diaz Anzora and her  interpreter, 
Joseph Russ, will join us for Wednesday Night Dinner 
and present a program afterwards.    
 

By sharing stories of their work and  witness, the 
peacemakers help us understand peace and justice 
concerns around the world and provide insights that 
can inspire us to greater faithfulness.  
 

Their visits broaden our sense of God’s inclusive 
family and help equip us to build a culture of peace 
and nonviolence for all God’s children.    
 

Carmen and Joseph will also meet with the youth of 
our Presbytery at Salisbury Presbyterian at 6 p.m. 
on Sunday,  October 9.  All of our middle and high 
school youth are invited. 

 Do not miss your chance to gather in small 
groups or house meetings with Carolyn Carper 
(9/20), John Rupp (9/28), Barbara Jacocks 
(10/2)  and Harold Houghton (TBD) to share 
your own story and listen to others about 
affordable, decent, safe and sanitary housing and 
Gun Violence.  There is also exciting news about 
forward progress with one of our allies on 
implementing the Group Violence Intervention 
(GVI) program RISC has been advocating for the 
City for two years. This is people power and 
building relationships at work!   

 
 And a reminder, on Tuesday, October 25 all 
the RISC congregations will gather at Second 
Baptist Church, Southside to move into the 
Research to Action for the year based on the 
house meeting listening process. 

The BAPC Session Reports 
 

At the August 21, 2022 Stated Session Meeting  
the following items were discussed… 

• A Motion was made by Christian Education and approved for Preschool and Elementary School levels to use 
their age-appropriate Growing in Grace and Gratitude Curriculum from the PCUSA and for the roster of 
Sunday School teachers 2022/2023 to be: 

 

 Becky Bullock, Kellie Olsen, and Connor Ferreri (substitute) – Preschool 
 

 Deborah Houghton, Jay Lopez, Ben Treanor, Elaine Ogburn (substitute),  
 Connor Ferreri (substitute) – Elementary School 
 

• A Motion was made by Staff Relations and approved to accept the Bon Air Presbyterian Preschool (BAPP) 
contracts as submitted by Barbara Gregory, BAPP Director, for the following BAPP teachers: Jill Caples, 
Brea Doutt, Page Ghaphery, Erin Heisler, Linda Klos, Shannon Lloyd, and Laura O’Keefe. 

 

• Stewardship and Finance Elder Jackson reported that Stewardship jointly with Communications will be 
implementing Breeze Church Management Software. 

 

• Elder Jackson reported finances to be strong with current net income at $69,000. 
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OPEN TRUNK  
FOOD DRIVE  

 

Saturday, October 1 
9:30-10:30 in the parking lot.   

 

This month the food that we collect goes to the 
Bainbridge Food Pantry. 
 

Some suggested food donations are FRUIT 
CUPS, OATMEAL PACKETS, RAISINS AND 
CANNED PASTA MEALS. Below are other 
suggested food donations. Please NO GLASS 
containers. 
 

Canned or dry beans,  vegetables and fruits, apple 
sauce,  soups, stews, chili, rice, Ramen noodles, 
instant mashed potatoes, pasta and pasta sauces, 
coffee, Pop-Tarts, boxed cereal, instant oatmeal, 
breakfast and granola bars, pancake mix, syrup, 
box, can or powered milk, canned meat (tuna and 
chicken). Can openers are always helpful too. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our children’s ministry is growing!  
 

We are in need of more  
Little Lights volunteers!  
Only one Sunday a month!  

 

Sign up by emailing Connor@bonairpc.org and 
indicate if you would like to be a leader or an 
assistant.  

Fall Harvest Celebration - 
 

Wednesday, October 26  
at the Weekly Dinner 

 
Mark your calendars!  

 
We will be holding a Fall Harvest Celebration at 
the October 26 Wednesday Night Dinner.  
 
Decorations will be provided by the teens and a 
festive scavenger hunt for the children will follow 
the evening meal.  

mailto:Connor@bonairpc.org
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During worship services on Sunday, October 30 
names will be read of those who have passed 
during the past year, September 2021-September 
2022. 
 

Bon Air Presbyterian Church Members who have 
passed are: 

Alice “Betty” Fabian 
Jackie Nelson 

Ashby Milton Myers 
Ruth Comstock 
Preston Shannon 

Mary Ann Halpern 
Leslie Van Deren 

Ken Pankey 
Dot Hills  

Nancy Miller 
 

If you have a loved one that you would like to 
include in the list please email the information to 
the church office by Tuesday, October 25 at 
office@bonairpc.org. 

October 30, 2022 

 

 Resourced directories for Chesterfield County 
are in the library. Next to it are numbers 
corresponding to those for people in Henrico 
and Richmond. 

 
 Dedication of prayer shawls will be 

September 25 at the 11 a.m. service.  
 
 For those interested in helping with home 

communion, the text has been amended. After 
the 11 a.m. service in September 25, there 
will be a brief meeting with Alex and Vicki 
Callear to go over things. For further 
information, contact them. 

 
 An arch with trellis has been placed in the 

Memorial Garden in memory of Nancy 
Miller. Flowers/vine will be added in the 
spring. 

 
 There will be a Family Caregiver Expo given 

by Chesterfield Council on Aging November 
15 at Southminster Presbyterian Church.  See 
flyer on bulletin board. 

 

 
 
    NEW ADDRESSES 
 
 

 
Deborah Kissell 
308 Pine Street 

Crisfield, Maryland 21817 
 

Mary Ricketts 
5020 Sulky Dr., Apt. 237 

Richmond, VA 23228 
 

Betty Myers 
Spring Arbor of Midlothian  

14001 Turnberry Lane, Apt. 223  
Midlothian, VA  23113  

 
KEEP IN TOUCH -  

 
October Birthday: 

October 15 
 

Garth Nelson 
The Gardens of Virginia Beach 

5620 Wesleyan Dr. Apt. 153 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23455 
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Blessing of the Backpacks and Rally Day - September 11 
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Coffee and Refreshments 

Sundays, starting at 9:15 a.m.  

until gone in the Garden Room 
 

Come by before you head to Sunday School, or 
afterwards before you head to worship!    
 

Sign up to bring refreshments at: 
 

https://tinyurl.com/Coffee-Room-Sign-Up      
 

or email Deborah Houghton at: 
 

debho@comcast.net.    
 
We are trying to reduce our trash -- please bring 
a coffee mug (write your name on the bottom) 
and you can store it in the cabinet in the Garden 
Room and use it each week.  

6:15 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Cost:   

$8.00 per adult/$4.00 per child 
Family cap of $25.00 

 
Sign up weekly through the link in the  

bulletin or Weekly News blast or  
call the church office, 804-272-7514. 

Opening 2022-2023 Season Concert 
 

Sunday, October 9 
2:30 p.m. 

 
at Bon Air Presbyterian Church 

 
Featuring: 

 

Sean Heely and Friends 
Champion fiddler and singer. 

 
Free will offering will be accepted. 

 
We hope to see you there! 

https://tinyurl.com/Coffee-Room-Sign-Up
mailto:debho@comcast.net


 
Acolyte  
Program 

 
 

 
Bon Air Presbyterian Church (BAPC) welcomes 
children, youth, and adults to serve as acolytes on 
Communion Sundays and holy days.  There is a very 
long history of churches having acolytes with a 
variety of duties. Here at BAPC we have two 
acolytes each service, one carrying the large cross 
and one who carries the "candlelighter."  The cross 
of course represents the centrality of Jesus in our 
church and in our faith. The flame of the 
candlelighter represents our welcoming the light of 
Christ into our midst and, after the service, Christ's 
light going forth from us and our sanctuary into the 
wider world.   
 
Our congregation especially enjoys having our 
elementary, middle, and high school youth serve as 
acolytes.  Many of our older church members do not 
get to know our children and youth very well, and 
the acolyte ministry is an important way that our 
older members get to see our kids and youth actively 
serving the church.  It's also a gift that our children 
and youth can make to the congregation, to take an 
active part in assisting during our church services.    
 
The only qualifications are a willingness to serve in 
this way -- and being tall enough to reach the 
candles with the lighter!  Usually a new acolyte will 
practice with Mrs. Ogburn after church one or two 
Sundays before the date, to choose a robe of the 
correct size and to make sure the new acolyte is 
comfortable with the routine. Mrs. Ogburn schedules 
acolytes well ahead of time by email -- with parents, 
for the elementary children -- or with middle and 
high school youth directly or with their parents, 
depending on what works best for each family.  
 
This is a good opportunity to try something new and 
enjoyable at church.  And you always know ahead of 
time that unless you light the church on fire, you 
really can't make any mistakes!  Try it!  Just give 
Connor your name and the best email to use for you 
or your parents.  Or contact Mrs. Ogburn directly at 
804-310-6050 or esogburn@comcast.net.    
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R.O.M.E.O’s men’s group will meet on Tuesday, 
October 11, at Noon at River City Diner or lunch 
and fellowship.  
 

All men are invited.  
 

If you plan to join us please contact Pat Clayton, 
804-276-6420. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisters Circle will meet  
Tuesday, October 11,  

10:30 a.m.  - in the Garden Room. 
 

Please read lesson #2 in our study book 

CELEBRATING SABBATH. Don't forget to 

bring your Bible.  

 

If you are not able to join us, you can participate 

by Zoom. Please let Gisela Stech know, and she 

will send you the link.  

 

Also, if you have any question, call Gisela Stech. 

 

Sunday, October 2  
acolytes will be  
Henry Treanor  

  and Alden Peters  
Thank you! 

mailto:esogburn@comcast.net
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Lies My Preacher Told Me:  
An Honest Look at the Old Testament 

 

Join us each Sunday at 
9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Beck Room or Zoom  
(contact Joslyn or the office for the Zoom link) 

 
 

Is the Old Testament just a boring history book? Has it been made obsolete 
for Christians? Is the God of the Old Testament a different (and meaner) 
God? Is the Law just a burden that we can never achieve? Or are the 
Hebrew Scriptures actually still relevant for today, spiritually uplifting, and 
helpful in connecting us love God, one another, and the creation we share? 

We are using Dr. Brent Strawn’s Lies My Preacher Told Me: An Honest Look at the Old 
Testament, to examine and address common misconceptions.  
 

Order Lies My Preacher Told Me on Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.com/Lies-My-Preacher-Told-Testament/dp/0664265715 

 

For Questions About the Class and Study, contact Joslyn Shipman at: shipmanjes@gmail.com 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Lies-My-Preacher-Told-Testament/dp/0664265715
mailto:shipmanjes@gmail.com

